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Circular on the application of Electronic Business License and Electronic Seal of enterprises by six government departments including Shanghai Administration for Market Regulation

District Administrations for Market Regulation, The Airport Branch of Shanghai Administration for Market Regulation, District Science and Technology Commissions, Commissions of Economy (Commerce), District Branches of Public Security Bureau, District Administration of Tax Service, State Taxation Administration, District Human Resources and Social Security Bureaus and relevant departments:

In order to carry out the requirements proposed in the Circular on the Promotion of Application of Electronic Business License on Unified Online Government Service Platforms by the State Council (Circular on E-government service [2019] No. 175), the Circular on the Issue of the Management Measures on Electronic Business License (Trial Version) by the State Administration for Market Regulation (Registration of State AMR [2018] No. 249), the Management Measures on Public Data and Unified Government Online Service Platform of Shanghai by the municipal government of Shanghai (Order of the Government of Shanghai, No. 9) and the Interim Management Measures on Electronic Seal of Shanghai by the municipal government of Shanghai (Regulation of Government of Shanghai [2018] No. 29), which has been approved by the municipal government, the application of electronic business license and electronic seal of enterprises is to be launched and promoted. The contents are as follow:

1. General Goal
Based on the principle of Unified Standard and Full Coverage, a service system of the making, issuing and using of electronic business license and electronic seal of enterprises on the citywide scale is to be established, an electronic business license together with electronic seals will be issued to each newly incorporated enterprise, free of charge. The application of e-business license and e-seals in administrative services in a trans-industrial, trans-regional way at different levels shall be promoted comprehensively. Meanwhile, the application of e-license and e-seal in commercial circumstances is to be continuously explored to upgrade the business environment, thus formulating a new administrative pattern featuring the notion of Internet+, gradually cutting the needs of enterprises for printed business license and physical seals, creating a new government service mode characterized of highly efficient procedures and more intensified resources.

2. Main Tasks
(1) To issue e-license and e-seal at the same time
An electronic business license is generated once the enterprise is incorporated, a set of four electronic seals (including the enterprise name seal, the financial seal, the seal for invoices and the seal of the legal representative) containing the digital certificate, the key of electronic signature and the mold of stamps is to be generated at the same time. The e-seals are bound with the e-license, which are to be issued free of charge.
(2) To optimize the application of e-seals
The uniform authentication keys for legal person will not be issued for newly incorporated enterprises, the digital certificates and keys of electronic signature are to be stored on smartphones to realize mobile utilization. Enterprises can use e-seals on the APP (Suishenban) or smart terminal devices equipped with e-license programs, as well as manage e-seals on the public service platform for e-seals.
(3) To complete enterprise identification on the Unified Government Online Service Platform using the e-license
The enterprise identification with e-license is to be integrated into the uniform identification module on the Unified Government Online Service Platform of Shanghai. Different online service systems of relevant departments are to be connected to the Unified Service Platform, providing enterprises with registration, autonym verification, identification and login services. By doing so, the problem of repetitive verification of enterprise identification on different service systems will be solved, once verified, enterprises can utilize all the functions on the Unified Service Platform.
(4) To realize the in-depth application of e-license and e-seals in frequent and key items related to enterprise service at first
To realize the application of e-license as the e-identification certificate and the e-seals as the tool of e-signature by enterprises in frequent and key items related to enterprise service such as taxation, social insurance registration for employment and provident fund service for employees, taking full advantage of the identification verifying function of e-license and the e-signature on digital documents of e-seals. The whole procedures are to be processed electronically.
(5) To comprehensively promote administrative service efficiency both online and offline
To explore the application of e-license and e-seals in the fields and sections with frequent utilizations and great demands by enterprises and applicants. Online service systems of departments shall take the demands needed into account, enabling e-license and e-seals to be applied to in-depth use. Procedures are to be streamlined by cutting documents and online/offline services are to be unified, thus the need for paper documents can be gradually reduced.

3. Requirements
(1) To formulate a sound working mechanism
Different departments shall formulate a sound working mechanism, assigning leaders with specific duties and core offices. The connection between online service systems of different departments and the unified authentication system, database of e-license/certificates, e-seal management system of the Unified Government Service Platform shall be guaranteed, to ensure that enterprises can log into the platform and make use of the systems by e-licenses and e-seals.
(2) To reinforce team work and coordination
Different departments shall reinforce team work and coordination, creating a united effort in the promotion of the application of e-license and e-seals. Problems in the process of promotion shall be collected and summarized timely, which are to be researched and solved by relevant departments.
(3) To promote publicity
Different departments shall promote publicity to raise the recognition and usage of e-license and e-seals by enterprises and applicants. It is encouraged to give full play to the function of e-license and e-seals, so as to solve key and difficult problems of enterprises and applicants in the process of administrative services.

The Circular shall take effect on the date of issue, and shall be valid until January 18, 2025.
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